


Tadesse, Weaver

Tadesse at 63 years old is Sabahar’s oldest weaver and one of the
most experienced. Tadesse’s wife is a spinner, and together they
support their six children. Tadesse grew up in a family of farmers
in Chencha, an area near Arba Minch. Before working for Sabahar
Tadesse was employeed by one company for 33 years:

“The conditions were not gooa/ . Lonﬂ hours,
wunfa'r pay, dirdy work conditions. Nocw, wor,é/ng
at Sabahar, my life has c/mzngea/ for the better.
I Feel/ secure and happy . The staff are kind and
we all respect one another; ¢he 3roand§ and
coork environment make it a nice place to come
e\/e/‘y a/ay.”

Kalema, Spinner

Before working at Sabahar Kalema, and her
daughter lived with her mother and sister,
where Kalema worked as an unpaid
employee.

. I wasn ‘f allowed 2o leave Zhe
house very often back then and
Ffelt ¢rapped. I wanted rore for
rty dacgliter. "

After beginning work at Sabahar, Kalema says
she feels empowered for the first time in her
life,

‘Z get Zo go Zo coork, I get Zo go Zo a place where I am needed. T
can provide for sy daughiter, For ryselt. wWhat I do feels important.
IZ has rmade rme Ffeel important.”

Today, she and her daughter live in their own home and Kalema is financially independent.



Bidulu, Weaver

Bidulu, 22 years old, has been working at
Sabahar for the past two years. He grew up
in the southern countryside, born to a fam-
ily of peanut and wheat farmers. As a teen-
ager he made his way to Addis Ababa where
he was hired and trained as a weaver. For
the years before working at Sabahar Bidulu
wove on his own loom in his small home

in Sheramida, the weaving district in Addis
Ababa.

“ Life was harder then, cwhen you weave for yoursel/f you don #
have Zhe 5&/}7& \Secal‘/Z‘y Yoa re worried abouwt 5/70/‘(‘&385 of raeo
material, you ‘re oorried about noz‘ /7a\//n3 enodg/? money o Aay ZAhe
raeo maz‘er/a/ that is available, you re corried aéoaz‘ price changes,
you ‘re coorried about your /oonrt Area,é/ng you ‘re coorried a /ot

Bidulu supports his wife and two young children with the income he earns at Sabahar.
- A)or,é/ng al Sabahar has improved »y Far'ly 's /ifes tyle. I no / onger

need o worry)' A 3ef pa/‘c/ Q 50051/ consSistent pl‘/Ce e\/erya/ay a)fZ‘hoL(f
fa!. I work hard and T get rewarded and ac,énow/eafgea/ for 2.




Etalemaw, Spinner

Etalemaw, now 28 years old, recalls when her family fled to the
capital nearly twenty years ago because of violence and
instability in her birthplace, the Oromo region.

“We wused to be Farmers. wWhedd, Sorquns, Zef,
édr/ey, but with war in our area, we had no
choice but to abardon it all.”

Today, Etalemaw is married with one daughter.

‘ /V/y a/aag/?ier IS in the $THhH 3rade and o/o/ng very well. Tt /s wonderfu/
o See that She /s /ea/-n/‘hﬁ.“

Etalemaw has worked at Sabahar for nearly six years and worked in spinning as well as other areas.

: I Fee/ rea//y /acéy Zo have such a wwonderfu/ p/acg Zo wor%. 7 he
staf¥, the Sarroana//ngé y Che textiles. But more than that, I Fee/ har-
Py Co work outside the home, 2o have a place Zo come o every c/ay."

Yeshewa, Finisher

Yeshewa, 28 years old, was one of many

women who were given skills training in sewing &
finishing through a local NGO. The goal of the NGO was
to provide disadvantaged women with basic skills that
would allow them the opportunity to enter the work-
force. Sabahar, who was put in touch with the NGO,
was connected with women who completed the
program - Yeshewa being one of them.

‘ Before COM/Ahﬂ Zo Saéa/mr I was worried aéoaz‘ /70a) I was 30/‘/73 Zo
Support myselt and Zwo a’aaﬂ/ﬁers all on rmy own. I am very 3rafefa/
For the support I received From the NGO, and very happy to be

wor /hg at Sabahar Zoday."

Yeshewa rents her own home not far from the Sabahar compound, and both her
daughters are enrolled in the local primary school.



Getachew, Production Manager

Getachew, 30 years old, has been the

Production Manager at Sabahar for the past year
and a half. Having studied textile engineering in
his home town of Bahir Dar, in northern Ethiopia,
Getachew made his way to the capital in search of
employment. While working for a large-scale
factory, Getachew began to search for a

position that would allow him more growth; when
he saw the position posted in the local paper to
work at Sabahar he knew it was meant to be.

. A)oré/ng at Sabahar has /‘ea//y been a 5/355/173. A »Y previous Joé
I was in c/mrge of’ one sSpecihc area. At Sabathar the work has
far 3)-36253/- Mean/nﬁ 5 12 is varied, I Aave a cide range of” reépon\sféf/ -
ity which means that I am constantly /earn/ng and he/pr‘n\g Zo groew
rySel£ and Sabahar. IFX I want 2o get involved in a necw area, I am
always encouraged. .

Getachew comes from a textile family, both his parents run machines for a large factory back
home in Bahir Dar.

- My parents cere not given Lhe opporiunty o advance their skil/s,
Zo rmove Aeyona/ ope/‘ai/ng Zhe machinery. I knoeo Zhey are prowd Zo
See that I arm in a Managemenf role and aa/\/anc/nﬁ MySe/f .




Tigest, Dyer

Every day after work Tigest walks to a local
school not far from the Sabahar compound
to attend evening classes.

‘ L was never 3/\/817 Che chance
Zo go o school! when I was

young. My mother died when T
was a 5d5y and I was Aroaghz‘

o Addis Ababa Fror 2he
Countryside Zo ork for %

aunt’

Tigest, now 20 years old, is currently making her way through the 6th grade.

"I came from a place where I wasn ¢ given any opporiunities. Noewo
that I arr of/d enoagh and wor,é/nj, I am Anally in a position Zo be
able to think about »y own Future in a wonderfe/ way

Tigest has big dreams for herself,

‘T will \Sfaa/y every day /’o/* as /on3 as I can. I /ove /ea/‘n/ng yA /)ope
Zo be a c/eézgner one a/ay

Weizero Tigest has found herself in the perfect setting at Sabahar,

"I have learnt so much From everyone about the process. Learn-
/nﬂ hoew Co make dyes Frors nature, COmé/n/ng Howers or bark or
coffee, and Seeing Che beawtiful result /s very rea.)a/-a//ng."

Tigest supports herself and one daughter and rents a house not far from the Sabahar compound.

Moré/n at SQAQ/ZCU‘ has allowed me Zo PUrSUe an ea/acai/on, Zo
P for % a/aag/ﬁer, and o allow rysel/f Zo dream 5/3



